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KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926

CDS@CO.KITTITAS. WA.US

Office (509) 962-7506

~ “Building Partmerships —~ Building Communities™ Fax (509) 962-7682

RITTITAS COUNTY
e =

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION

(For a permit to place a sign on a structure or site in accordance with KCC 17.70)

Please type or print clearly in ink. Attach additional sheets as necessary. Pursuant to KCC 15A.03.040, a complete
application is determined within 28 days of receipt of the application submittal packet and fee. The following items

must be attached to the application packet.

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS

Q Site Plan showing the location of the sign, all roads and drives, setbacks from property lines, distance from right-of-way
edge (Distance from the edge of a right-of-way shall be measured horizontally along a line normal or perpendicular to

the center line oft the highway).

O Description of proposed sign: include dimensions, height and size of posts or footings, a statement of the precise location
where the sign is to be erected or maintained, and a statement of the proposed size and shape of the design. Include a

picture/visual of the sign if available.

QO Project Narrative responding to Question 9 on the following pages.
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APPLICATION FEES:

$150.00 Kittitas County Community Development Services (KCCDS)
$150.00 Total fees due for this application (One check made payable to KCCDS)

A\ FOR STAFF USE ONLY
Sjaff Signature):
BZU oydE™ | PECEIVE
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PROJECT NARRATIVE
(INCLUDE RESPONSES AS AN ATTACHMENT TO THIS APPLICATION)

9. Narrative project description (include as attachment): Please include at minimum the following information in
your description: describe project size, location, water supply, sewage disposal and all qualitative features of the
proposal; include every element of the proposal in the description.

AUTHORIZATION

10. Application is hereby made for permit(s) to authorize the activities described herein. I certify that I am familiar with
the information contained in this application, and that to the best of my knowledge and belief such information is
true, complete, and accurate. I further certify that I possess the authority to undertake the proposed activities. I
hereby grant to the agencies to which this application is made, the right to enter the above-described location to
inspect the proposed and or completed work.

All correspondence and notices will be transmitted to the Land Owner of Record and copies sent to the authorized
agent or contact person, as applicable.

Signature of Authorized Agent: Date:
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Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N Ruby St., Suite 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926

March 19, 2019

The applicant is submitfing for a sign variance to allow for a larger and taller sign than the provisions
provide. This request is made to eliminate an undue hardship on the business caused by the sign
provisions.

1. Unusual circumstances or conditions applying to the property and/or the intended use
that do not apply generally to other property in the same vicinity or district, such as
topography;

This site is located near the off ramp and overpass of the Thorp exit from 1-80. Our business is
heavily reliant on travelling motorists and requires visibility. Due to the overpass motorists travelling
eastbound on 1-90 are unable to see the sign until after they have passed the off ramp. These
circumstances do not generally apply to other properties in the vicinity. Highway fueling fagilities rely
on visibility and easy access for motorists. Increased visibility provides for an increase in sales, more
jobs and better wages for the community.

2. Such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property
right of the applicant possessed by the owners of other properties in the same vicinity or
district;

The variance request and approval are necessary for the preservation of a substantial property right.
Approval of the variance will allow the property owners the opportunity to expand their business,
providing both jobs and additional opportunities for other commercial properties and business that
rely on the out of area travelers.

3. The authorization of such variance wiil not be materially detrimental to the public welfare
or injurious to property in the vicinity or district in which the property is located;

Authorizing the variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to other properties in
the vicinity. Approval of this request should result in additional visitors to the area, improving the
sales and incomes of adjacent businesses.

4. That the granting of such variance will not adversely affect the realization of the
comprehensive development pattern. A variance so authorized shall become void after
the expiration of one year if no substantial construction has taken place;

Granting of this variance request will not adversely affect the comprehensive development pattern and
may assist other property owners with a reason to further develop existing properties or expand their
business. This is a request for the sign on our own property that does not interfere with at all. All of this
would be consistent with the comprehensive development pattern for the County and Thorp in
particular. The applicants have assisted their communities over the past years and would like to add the
following information and rationale for your consideration.

The applicant respectfully requests the County’s approval of their variance request.
ECEIVE
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Kindly consider our request for a larger sign Permit based on these insights.

If allowed to have a high-rise sign that is 120 feet high with ample visibility from both
sides of highway, we can positively impact our Thorp/ Ellensburg community, this
sign will be helpful to all new customers who would be able to see our business early
enough to make the decision to take the exit. As of now because of a small sign, the
customers do not get adequate time to make a decision to take the exit and they
miss our business.

We are a small husband wife owned business that is based on the principles of
providing great value to our community members, our highway customers, giving
back to our schools, providing exceptional wages to our team members, paying much
higher taxes with higher revenue growth.

We have been in the gas station business since 2005, this Thorp business is our
second business location. When we took over our business in the George Quincy
area, we had monthly 50,000 gallons in gas diesel sales. After installing this high rise
sign and other store improvements, the visibility to our location was increased and
we now average 500,000 gallons in monthly sales.

We have shared our growth and given back to our community. When we purchased
the George business there were only 8 people employees. Now we have a staff of 25
people here. We increased job opportunities.

By keeping our margins low we provide value to our community members and our
highway customers by being the lowest prices for gas and diesel in our region. We
want to do the same here in the Thorp and Ellensburg area. We want to be a good
steward of other people's money.

We share our prosperity with our community and start our employees at $14 in
George business, many of our Thorp team members are making over $17 to $19 an
hour now, after we took over this business, we gave ample pay raises to our team
members.

Each year | get printed 10,000 free ice-cream, free chocolate milk coupons, free
slushy or freeze coupons and | give them away to local schools and the teachers
distribute these coupons to all students who are trying to do better in behavior
choices or academic choices. | believe that all students do not come from a very
supportive and academically oriented household, so | do not want only the privileged



students being rewarded for excelling in schools, | want each child to feel that he/she
matters, their effort is acknowledged and not ignored.

We also have a life/company mission to Never Say No. Any student or nonprofit
organization that seeks our help, we always provide whatever we can in form of
scholarships and/or funds. By God's grace, we have over 500 Thank you cards,
acknowledgments letters, letters of appreciation from my community for all of the
humble contributions we have been able to make so far.

As husband and wife, we are also filled with great sense of pride when we say that
last year, we got the Highest Civic Honor in Washington State for our charitable and
volunteer work. We were invited to Olympia to receive the Medallion given to us by
the Secretary of State. Prior to this we have received 4 different awards from
Washington State for our volunteer and philanthropic work since 2005.

If we are allowed to have this high-rise sign on our property, we will be able to bring
more employment opportunities by hiring more people, increased wages, more
taxes, more visibility to Thorp, more contributions to our local Thorp community
members, and more value for money to our customers and cur community.

| cordially invite you all to come see our existing high-rise sign at our George
business. It is a visually appealing sign, it does not obstruct or cause any problems to
anyone. In fact, the city of George is very happy with increased businesses in city,
after we made many improvements to our business, several new restaurants, food
trucks, coffee shops, vendors, kiosks have opened up in our city to provide to the
new arrival of customers. The city of George has great admiration for our family.

| hope you will allow us to place the high-rise sign on our property. The same way
City of George had given us the permission in past. | have requested honorable
Mayor of George to write you a letter about the positive affect of our work in
George.

Sanjay and | live right here in our small community of George and drive to Thorp to

manage theg Thorp usineds.
Z%‘ A A
Mbst Humbly as always,

Ekta Saini



. JGuoted text hidden]

McCain, Trevor <McCainT@wsdot.wa.gov> Fri, Aug 31, 2018 at 10:35 AM
To: Mona Guinn <mguinn@yesco.com>

Outdoor Advertising and Wotorist information Sign Specialist

Phone: (360) 705-7282
Cell: (360) 624-5162

From: Mona Guinn < >
Sent: Friday, August 31, 2018 10:30 AM
. To: McCain, Trevor < V>
Cc: Dan Risk < >
Subject: Fwd: INFORMATION NEEDED - Proposed Hi-Rise Sign near I-90 / Thorpe WA

{Quoted text hidden]

MAR 9 2 2019
Kittitas County CDS
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